
 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

Greater Spotted Eagle from the Biebrza Valley shot down 
in Montenegro. 
 

Biebrza population of greater spotted eagle Aquila clanga, last in the European Union and 

already extremely small, has suffered an irreparable loss. In the last days of November a 

mature male of this species named Bruzda has been shot down by a hunting weapon on 

his wintering quarters nearby Lake Shkodra National Park on the Montenegro territory. 

 

Bruzda has been nesting in freshwater swamp forest of Biebrza National Park since at 

least the year 2004. Along with his partner he created one of the most productive and 

genetically pure couples in the whole Biebrza Valley. This June the bird has been 

equipped with a telemetric transmitter by a team of scientists from Eagle Conservation 

Committee. Then, according to an international tradition, he was also named. Since that 

day he was supplying us with valuable scientific data concerning his kind, and his autumn 

journey could be watched on page www.orlikgrubodzioby.org.pl. Telemetry research of 

greater spotted eagles and many other action serving conservation of this species has 

been conducted within the framework of a LIFE project GREATER SPOTTED EAGLE – A 

BIRD LIKE NO OTHER, executed by Polish Birds, Eagle Conservation Committee and 

Biebrza National Park. 

 

At the end of November and beginning of December Scientist from ECC tracking marked 

birds data noticed that Bruzda’s transmitter suddenly fell silent. Thanks to a quick 

establishment of cooperation with Centre for Protection and Research of Birds of 

Montenegro the matter has been quickly resolved. Montenegran ornithologists found the 

bird – already dead – on the premises from which the last GPS data has been received. 

X-ray has shown lead shot in the corpse, that, according to the local vets, were the cause 

of death. 

 

Bruzda’s tragedy is a terrible loss for the whole species population in Europe. Greater 

Spotted Eagle is a globally endangered species, under conservation in European Union 

(according to the Birds Directive), in Poland, among other conservation measures, it has 

been included into the Red List of Endangered Species. Death of Bruzda calls into 

question the fate of one of the last 9 pure greater spotted eagle couples nesting in 

Poland. 

 

There is nothing more to do in this case, except hoping that publicizing the Bruzda’s case 

by Montenegran ornithologists will contribute to more efficient counteractions against 

shooting down protected species of birds not only in Montenegro, but also in other 

southern European countries.  

 

The resolution of Bruzda’s death has been achieved also with the help of local 

ornithologists and Embassy of the Republic of Poland in Montenegro. 

 

 

http://www.orlikgrubodzioby.org.pl/

